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against the enemy which had been delayed too long.
Doesburg, a weak fortress about fifteen miles beyond
Arnhem, and on the cast side of the Yssel, was in-
vested on the 30th. On the 2cl of September it
was taken by assault, in which, besides Sir Philip,
his brother Robert and the young Earl of Essex
distinguished themselves. The next business to be
attempted, and a more difficult one, was the capture
of Zutphen or South-Fen, the strongest city in Gelder-
land, fifteen miles north of Doesburg, and well placed
on the same side of the Yssel. Zutphen was a day's
march from Deventer, also on the Yssel, which Sid-
ney's Zeelartd regiment was helping to protect from
Spanish attack, although he was himself, with nearly
all the English officers, in attendance on the Earl of
Leicester.

On the 13th of September Leicester encamped his
army outside Zutphen. Crossing the Yssel with the
main body of his infantry, he proceeded to throw up
entrenchments and to threaten the city and its ap-
proach from the opposite side of the river. Most of
the cavalry were left on some rising ground, known
as Gilbert Hill, less than a mile from the east gate
of Zutphen and close to the pretty village of Warns-
feld ; and the custody of this commanding situation
was entrusted to Count Lewis William of Nassau,
Sir John Norris, and Sir Philip Sidney. Thus mat-
ters continued for a week, preparations being vigor-
ously made for an attack, when on the 2ist news
arrived that a great quantity of provisions was on
its way from the south, to be smuggled into Zutphen
before daybreak next morning.